
 

 

parishes, schools and  
communities, and assist 
our priests and bishops in 
their ministry. The survey  
responses will help us  
define Catholic radio in 
the future.  
 
With your help, we are also 
moving our main studio 
location in Omaha to a 
building we will own! Look 
for easier access to the 
lending library, more  
volunteer opportunities 
and Eucharistic Adoration 
in the new Chapel of the 
Word Incarnate.  
 
Again, our many thanks to 
all those who have pledged 
their prayers and financial 
support to help Spirit 
Catholic Radio spread the 
Good News of the Gospel!  
Veni, Sancte Spiritu! 
Come, Holy Spirit! 

Dear Listeners, 
 
Spirit Catholic Radio  
celebrated 12 years on the 
air January 9, 2011. In that 
time, broadcasting began in 
Norfolk and Schuyler in 
the summer of 2004. For 
most of Nebraska and 
Iowa, itôs only been since 
June 2009 when Spirit 
102.7 FM began  
broadcasting. And for 
those in Grand Island, 
Spirit 91.5 FM began 
broadcasting just in time 
for Christmas 2009.  
 
The growth in this radio  

apostolate is entirely  
attributable to Godôs grace 
and the generosity of 
countless individuals who 
give of their time, talent 
and treasure for the greater 
glory of God. Catholic  
radio makes a difference 
here in the Heartland, and 
we are excited about the 
continued growth  
throughout Nebraska and 
Iowa and into South  
Dakota in 2011. The  
Bluebird Mobile Studio 
will continue to make the 
rounds throughout the 
broadcast areas. 
 
By the time you read this 
annual report, Spirit 
Catholic Radio will have 
launched an extensive  
listener survey. We are  
excited to see how we can 
improve our programming, 
better integrate into the 

Special Points of Interest 
 

Annual donations increased by 12 percent in 2010! 

St. Luke Society swells to more than 500 members! 

Spirit Catholic Radio goes on the road with the Bluebird Mobile Studio! 

Northwest and central Nebraska communities step forward to bring forth expansion! 

Close to 200 business underwriters support our mission! 

Find us on Facebook for more photos and listener comments! 
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Bringing Christ to People and People to Christ  

We Had so Much to be Thankful for!  

By Jim Carroll, Executive Director  

òSpirit Catholic 

Radio is a 

reminder for me 

to pray, study 

our wonderful 

Catholic faith 

and become more 

available to Jesus 

Christ and the 

workings of  the 

Holy Spirit.ó 



 

 

The Spirit  
Catholic  
Radio  
family was 
blessed to 
have  
another  
amazing 
year! We are 

genuinely moved by the  
commitment that you give to 
Catholic radio in the  
Heartland. Your support is an 
answer to the call of  
Evangelization and is vital to 
bringing the Good News to 
more people in the Heartland! 
 
Two very transformative gifts 
in 2010 helped us immensely 
in expanding our mission. The 
first was an anonymous  
donation of a 40-foot  
recreational vehicle that is 
used as our Bluebird Mobile 
Studio! Archbishop George J. 
Lucas christened the bus in 
September, and itôs made 
many stops at Catholic 
schools, parishes and diocesan 
events. This allows us to do 
live broadcasts on location and 
act as a moving billboard that 

who share a deep commitment 
to bringing Christ to People 
and People to Christ. There 
are several ways to give to 
Spirit Catholic Radio! If you 
have any questions or need 
further information, please  
contact our Development  
Director Bernie Schaefer at 
(402) 571-0200 ext. 15. 
 

Spirit Catholic Radio is a  
501(c)(3) organization that is  
entirely listener supported. We 
invite you to become a  
member of the Spirit Catholic 
Radio Family and help secure 
the future of the station. 
 
Take the lead é Spirit  
Catholic Radio depends on 
dedicated listeners like you 

Bequests 
Cash and Check 
Corporate Matching Gifts 
Credit Card 
Electronic Transfer 
Honorial Gifts 
In-Kind Gifts 
Life Insurance 
Memorial Gifts 
Retirement Plans 
Securities or Stock 

Ways to Give  
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The Bluebird Mobile  
Studio has been a great 

way to meet and greet 
listeners all over the  
coverage area! 

Archbishop George Lucas, of 
the Archdiocese of Omaha, 

(with a little help from Jim  
Carroll) blesses the Spirit 
Catholic Radio Bluebird  

Mobile Studio on September 
8, 2010.  

òThank you for 

bringing the 

listening bus to 

West Point. I 

have grown 

immensely in 

my knowledge 

of  the church 

by listening to 

Spirit Catholic 

Radio!ó  
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Spirit Catholic Radio is on the Move - Literally!  

spreads awareness about 
Catholic radio.  
 
Second, we kicked off two 
major expansion projects that, 
when completed in summer 
2011, will allow Catholic radio 
to be heard by close to 75  
percent of Nebraska. Thanks 
to an anonymous $140,000 
gift, a new tower with a 
100,000-watt signal will be 
built in Osmond and reach all 
of northeast Nebraska and 
parts of southeast South  
Dakota on 88.3 FM (KOLB). 
This gift was matched by  
donations from 250 families 
spanning 40 different towns in 
that region.  
 
At the same time, volunteers 
in central Nebraska worked 
hard to raise money to expand 
our current 91.5 FM (KJWM) 
signal to include the Hastings 
and Kearney areas. We are 
thankful to the tireless efforts 
of these volunteers and  
support of the many priests 
and deacons who helped bring 
awareness and funds for both 
projects! 

Our listeners were there for us 
again with two record-setting 
Care-a-thons. The Care-a-thons 
raised nearly $700,000 in  
support and involved pledges 
from just over 2,400 families! 
Wow!! Revenue from these 
Care-a-thons and other gifts in 
2010 helped us increase our 
donations by nearly 12 percent 
from 2009. These gifts, along 
with the invaluable help we get 
from our underwriters, keeps 
the flame of Catholic radio 
alive and thriving in the  
Nebraska and Iowa! 
 
What canôt be recorded on 
paper is the overwhelming 
support we receive from your 
prayers and well wishes. We 
are grateful to all of our  
volunteersô hard work as  
ambassadors for Catholic  
radio at events and parish  
activities throughout the year.  
 
Thank you for making Spirit 
Catholic Radio a priority in 
your annual charitable giving. 
May we continue to be blessed 
by the teachings of the Church 
through this radio apostolate. 

By Bernie Schaefer, Development Director 



 

 

The St. Luke Society 
 
 
 
 

Members of the St. Luke  
Society consist of the Station 
Patrons, Archangel Society 
and Angel Society. 
 
Station Patrons 
Station Patrons are vital  
members of the Spirit  
Catholic Radio Family who 
are dedicated to the mission of 
ñBringing Christ to People 
and People to Christ.ò 
 
Annual gifts are used either at 
the donorsô discretion or to 
meet monthly operating  
expenses. 
 
Station Patron Levels: 
St. Joseph the Worker: 
$10,000 + 
 
St. Therese the Little Flower: 
$7,500 - $9,999 
 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
$5,000 - $7,499 
 
Archangel Society 
Members of the Spirit  
Catholic Radio Archangel 
Society meet the Gospel  
challenge of spreading the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Gifts are used to meet 
monthly operating expenses 
and can be expressed as a  
memorial or in honor of a 
person or event. 
 
Archangel Levels: 
St. Michael: 
$4,000 - $4,999 
 
St. Gabriel: 
$2,000 - 3,999 
 
St. Raphael: 
$1,000 - $1,999 
 
Angel Society: 
Created in 2010, the Angel 
Society was started to  
acknowledge members of the 
Spirit Catholic Radio family 

who gave between $500 and 
$999 over the span of a  
calendar year and/or in  
lump-sum amounts as a Spirit  
Challenger Club member. 
 
Angel Level: 
$500 - $999 
 
Spirit Challenger Club 

 
 
 
 

Members of this club  
participate by putting  
forward a one-time gift of 
$500 or more to be used to 
challenge listeners to give  
during the semi-annual  
Care-a-thon. 
 
Members determine the terms 
of how to issue the challenge 
and whether itôs in honor of 
or in memory of someone. 
This is an effective means of 
allowing the gift to encourage 
others to give and double the 
amount of the gift! 

Levels of Support 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lawler*  

Mr. & Mrs. James Mach 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Narmi*  

Mr. Steven Obermeier 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray O'Connor  

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Pavlik 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul F. Petersen 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pitner* 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Ries* 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Robertson* 

Mr. Jeff Schumacher* 

Mr. & Mrs. Allen Stow*  

 

ARCHANGELS - $1,000 - $4,999 

Anonymous (5) 

Assumption Church Auction - Dwight, NE 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ackerman* 

Rev. Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Adams* 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Adamy*  

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Alms*  

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Andrews  

STATION PATRONS - $5,000+  

Anonymous (13) 

American National Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Luke Benes* 

Mr. & Mrs. Rex Biegert 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Carney*  

Mr. Patrick Coyle*  

Diocese of Grand Island 

Mr. James V. Dolan* 

Mr. & Dr. Dan Drvol*  

Msgr. Peter Dunne* 

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Fitzgerald  

Mrs. Judy Harvey 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Heldridge  

Ms. Mary Ann Hotovy  

Mr. Ron Huss 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Jareske* 

Dr. & Mrs. Sean Kenney 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kizer III  

Mr. & Mrs. John Kotouc  

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Kresl 

Mr. & Mrs. John Ayers 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bader 

Rev. Nicholas J. Baker 

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Barrett*  

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Bartak 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beauchene* 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Beck  

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Becker 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Beckley 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Beckman 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bedford  

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Benes* À 

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Berke*  

Mr. Mark Bernacchi 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Bierman* 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Bird  

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Bishoff*  

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Bonebrake 

Mr. & Mrs. Al Bongers*  

Mr. & Mrs. Don Borgmann  

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Borgmann  

2010 Donors 

Page 3 

Spirit Catholic Radio listeners left 
the bitterly cold Nebraska winter 

behind and went on a Catholic 
Cruise to the Eastern Caribbean as 
part of the stationõs 10-year  

anniversary celebration! 

òMy best  

Christmas  

present this 

year was a 

kitchen radio 

from my  

husband and  

being able to 

listen to Spirit 

Catholic  

Radio in my 

house!ó 

Spirit Catholic Radio 2010 Annual Report  

Bud Popp (right) was the 
winner of the Caribbean 

cruise that wrapped up Spirit 
Catholic Radioõs 10-year 
anniversary celebration. Bud 

took his son James with him 
on the cruise. 


